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Ottawa Hospital Cyberknife Pancreas Cancer Research Project 

This is an exciting time for the CyberKnife Pancreas research protocol in Ottawa. 
Dr. Jason Pantarotto, Chief, Division of Radiation Oncology at the Ottawa Hospital, is happy to report that they have treated two patients with ablative radiotherapy on CyberKnife to a cancer within the pancreas and both patients are doing very well. Neither patient has had any significant toxicity from the major dose of radiation to the pancreas and both are showing no signs of progression.  One of these patients received CyberKnife boost radiotherapy and conventional radiotherapy to the pancreas together in the same fashion as they have designed in their Phase I clinical study and he tolerated this without any significant side effects.  To their knowledge this is the first patient to receive that type of radiation treatment to the pancreas in Canada!
This “pilot” has validated many of the steps outlined in their research protocol in terms of the placement of fiducials endoscopically (ie. using a scope that is inserted down the esophagus into the stomach and then placing the seeds using a needle at the end of the scope through the stomach wall into the pancreatic tumour) by Dr. A. Chatterjee of the Gastroenterology service at The Ottawa Hospital. It has also validated their technique on how the CyberKnife delivers radiation dose to the tumour which actually moves while the patient is breathing.
Money from the 2013 Ottawa Hospital Foundation Run for a Reason event, supported by the Purple Team, running on behalf of Pancreatic Cancer Canada, will go towards funding the Ottawa Hospital’s clinical trials personnel who will meet the patients, give information about the trial and then meet with them in the clinic during follow up visits.  Additional funding will be used to expand the cohort – i.e. allow the hospital to treat more patients when they eventually determine what the maximum tolerated dose is.
At this point other patients and members of our community see what the Purple Team has done for this study and they too are starting to contribute. People see the value in research for pancreatic cancer and the value of studies that can help patients here in this part of the world.
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